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CHAPTEE IX.

KED   COMMUNITIES.

BETWEEN the great lakes and the Gulf of Mexico,
there may be two hundred tribes and tribelets of
these red men: Creeks, Dakotas, Mohicans, Chey-
ennes, Pawnees, Shoshones, Cherokees, Sioux,
Comanches, and their fellows, more or less dis-
tinct in genius and in shape: men who once
roamed over these hills and valleys, danced in
their war-paint, hunted the elk and the bison,
and left their long and liquid names to many
American rivers and American states.

What to do with these forest people has been the
thought of colonist and ruler from those early
days when the first Saxon' came into the land.
At times, perhaps, an adventurer here and there
has plied them too freely with the carbine and
the cruse; but his better nature and his higher
principle have brought him to regret this use